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BUSSELTON AIRPORT PROJECT 
292. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the previous Liberal–National government’s Busselton airport upgrade project. 
(1) Is the Premier aware that the Minister for Regional Development has initiated a value optimisation review 

of the Busselton airport project, seeking to make $10 million of savings? 
(2) Is he also aware that such a compromise on the stated objectives of the project is causing hesitation from 

significant and new private investment interests in the region? 
(3) Will he now give private investors and the people of Busselton and surrounding shires a commitment that 

his government will fully fund the Busselton airport project? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Warren–Blackwood. Just so I understand completely and can answer very fully, can the 
member advise me what the private investments are? 
Mr D.T. Redman: There are two significant overseas interests in building hotels and accommodation on the 
Busselton foreshore. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Sorry; who are they? 
Mr D.T. Redman: I’ve met with them, but I haven’t got their names here. Certainly, I’ve met with them. The 
point is that they’re alive and well. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Sure! 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 
Ms L. Mettam: He shouldn’t be answering the question. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, every time I am on my feet and I talk, you get called to order once. That is 
three times. Do not push it. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: As the member says, and I will quote him, he has met with them, but he cannot remember 
who they are. 
(1)–(3) The Busselton airport expansion project is proceeding. It will proceed. Both the Minister for 

Regional Development and the Minister for Transport have had some involvement in ensuring that 
Western Australian taxpayers get value for money. I know that value for money is a foreign concept to 
the National Party and I know that taxpayers being treated with respect and taxpayers’ money not being 
thrown around wildly is foreign to the National Party. The National Party, as most Liberal members of 
state and federal Parliaments will agree, is a menace to good government, taxpayers’ interests and good 
economic management. They all agree, and by their silence they are confirming it. 

Several members interjected. 
Mr V.A. Catania: Come on; answer the question. 
The SPEAKER: I will answer your question. I call you to order for the first and second time. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call you for the third time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: A value optimisation review—in other words, value for money—is something that I support. 
The airport will proceed. If there are good ways of ensuring that taxpayers’ interests are protected, I fully 
support them. 
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